October 27, 2021

PATINS Pages
Edition 69

500 AAC Consultation Requests (and Counting!)

Since the first Augmentative & Alternative Communication (AAC)
Consultation request submitted on March 7, 2018, the PATINS
Project has hit a milestone of 500 consultation requests!

Out of these 500 requests:
18.9% of our referrals are for preschool students
The average age of students referred is 8.9 years old
262 individual Indiana schools have been served

PATINS is proud to offer Indiana public school teams, at no cost:
consultation with PATINS specialists
devices to trial, shipped to your school building
unlimited training and support during and beyond trialing
suggested tools and techniques
Our services are designed to help your students reach their specified
goals such as, trying a new tool or technique, adapting and growing
existing AAC systems, or implementing new training or supports.
Whatever your need, from selection to the funding process to
implementation years later, PATINS is with you every step of the way.
Here are some
reviews from the 500+ Indiana
therapists and teachers we have
worked with so far.
"You were extremely helpful,
and I really appreciated your
insights. I have recommended
PATINS highly to my colleagues
in the building and
beyond... Thank you for all you
do."
"They were sooooo helpful!!!! I highly recommend it for anyone at a
loss of what to do next or just needing guidance."
For a no-cost PATINS AAC Consultation, please fill out this referral
for each student. Please allow five school days for a PATINS
Specialist to contact you about the next steps. Watch this two minute
video for a brief overview of the process.

More AAC Resources

MackinVIA for Students with a Print Disability

Do you serve students with a documented print disability?

If so, have you tried MackinVIA™? In a new partnership with the
Indiana Center for Accessible Materials (ICAM), MackinVIA™
delivers a digital/audio solution for students who require accessible
formats of print instructional materials, giving them access to over
70,000 titles including current popular fiction as well as many of the
classics. As in the past, the ICAM provides accessible formats
without a fee for students who have a documented print disability.

Although the MackinVIA™ library does not include textbooks, there
are subject categories of titles that will match up with most, if not all
content areas. For textbooks, the ICAM will continue to provide
traditional file-formats including ePub and PDF, and we will continue
to search other libraries as needed. MackinVIA™ boasts familiar
features proven to increase fluency and comprehension in readers of
all ages. For instance, while ear reading, students may use:
highlighting
underlining

note-taking
adjustable color and fonts
built-in dictionary
a choice of voices and reading speeds
We have resources, a demonstration video and an ordering guidance
video on our website.

We will present a webinar on MackinVIA™ on November 30th at 3:00
EST to demonstrate how to use MackinVIA™ as well as how to place
an order through the ICAM Web Ordering System.

Registration for this webinar is open now.

The ICAM is offering Digital Rights Managers (DRMs) an opportunity
to try MackinVIA™ so they can experience the service. Please
contact us if you would like to receive a login and password. We look
forward to working with you!

ICAM Services

Continued Support for Students with Dyslexia
Did you know that dyslexia affects 20 percent of the population
and represents 80–90 percent of all those with learning
disabilities?

According to The Yale Center for Dyslexia and Creativity, it is the
most common of all neurocognitive disorders. As
#DyslexiaAwarenessMonth comes to a close, we encourage you

to pause and reflect on how this month has influenced attitudes and
actions with the hope to continue to create inclusive environments for
students with dyslexia.

We recognize that this is ongoing work and PATINS is here to help. If
you have students with dyslexia, or any Specific Learning Disability
(SLD), in primary grades and you need some strategies, Assistive
Technology tools, or information on how to get Acessible Education
Materials (AEM) for these students, please reach out to Kelli Suding
at ksuding@patinsproject.org. If you have those same needs for
middle/high school students, feel free to contact Amanda Crecelius
at acrecelius@patinsproject.org.

Both of these specialists are available year-round to ensure that all of
our students have access to equitable education.

Dyslexia Resources

Register for Virtual Access to Education 2021

Play "Access to Education 2021" video.

Virtual Access to Education 2021 is where dedicated educators, who
are focused on ensuring that every student has equitable access to
the curriculum, will come together to experience a motivational
keynote, local and national presenter breakout sessions,
opportunities to view the latest assistive technology, networking, and
so much more!

Check out the Schedule at a Glance and preview the
presentations! Topics include:
AEM to support reading
Accessibility with web tools
Executive Functioning
Implementation of Assistive Technology (AT)
Returning to face to face instruction
Supporting English Language Learners (ELLs)
Tips for talking with an AAC user

Universally Designed lessons and assessments

And many more!
Cost: $100 for two days, $50 for a single day. Registration closes
November 11, 2021.

Access to Education 2021 Registration

Upcoming Twitter Chats
Join #PatinsIcam Twitter Chat on Tuesday nights at 8:30 pm EST.
Each week brings half an hour full of collaboration, resource/tool
sharing, and supportive conversation. You will have the opportunity to
grow your Professional Learning Network (PLN) and earn no-cost
Professional Growth Points (PGPs).

Future Twitter Chat Topics:
November 2 - Anxiety: Implications and Supports with guest
moderator, Carol Allen
November 9 - It's Game Time: What's New for Access to Education
2021
November 30 - Accessibility in the Classroom: Reflecting on 2021
and Refining for 2022
Want to recommend a topic for the Twitter Chat?
Not sure how to get started? Email PATINS
Specialist, Kelli Suding, who is happy to
welcome you into the #PatinsIcam PLN.

#PatinsIcam Twitter Chat Details

Register for No-Cost Trainings
Please visit our training calendar for all upcoming, no-cost
trainings. Click on the links below for more information and to register
for a specific training.

All times listed are Eastern Standard Time (EST). Professional
Growth Points (PGPs) and ASHA hours are available for all training
opportunities.

AAC Evaluations
This session will highlight how to initiate the AAC evaluation,
assessment considerations, team members, data collection, and what
to do next in the process.

Access for All Young Learners
Request this PATINS training by emailing Jessica Conrad.

A Plan After My Own Heart
This live 60-minute webinar will provide examples of Accessible
Educational Materials (AEM) and Assistive Technology (AT).
Participants will learn about how to incorporate AEM/AT into IEP, 504,
and/or ILP. We will clarify the difference and use of each of these
plans, as well as, discuss the annual review of strategies and tools
and plans for training staff, student, and family. This session is
interactive and informative, a great way to end the school day.

Braille Note Touch Math Skills: Calculator, KeyMath, and

Graphing
This training is designed for staff working with a student using a
Braille Note Touch device. We will cover math functions on the device
and how the student can send assignments, including graphs to both
an embosser and a printer.

Culturally and Linguistically Supportive AAC
Using three common Indiana case studies, participants will walk away
with simple culturally and linguistically supports for students using
AAC. Target Audience: Teachers, families, SLPs, SLPAs,
administrators, interpreters, family/community liaisons, English
Language Learner educators/coordinators, anyone supporting
students who use AAC

DHH in the UDL World
Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a way to make sure ALL of our
students have access to grade level curriculum. In this webinar, we
will take a look at Universal Design for Learning and considerations
for our students who are deaf/hard of hearing in your
classroom.Register for October 28 or November 4 training.

H-Appy Hour Apps for iOS - Accessibility Deep Dive
Apple has great built-in accessibility features. This session will
highlight those accessibility innovations to enable you and your
students to get the most out of your iOS devices. This webinar will
showcase and teach practical examples of how they are utilized by
students with varying needs and abilities. You will learn simple tools
and tricks that you can implement right away!

H-Appy Hour: Apps for Math and Science

Today's fast-paced training will be all about apps that can be used for
Math. This training will demonstrate at least 10 apps, while offering a
list of even more apps for later perusal, that can be used as
strategies to help students who need options for math activities in the
classroom. This will apply to mostly iOS apps, but other platforms will
be added as well.

H-Appy Hour Apps for iOS - Switches, Recipes, and Head Control
Today's training will be all about apps that can be used with switches,
recipes or Head Control. This training will demonstrate how to
connect a mouse, switch, create a recipe and how to use head
control. These options will enable students to access, communicate
and engage using iOS devices. These solutions apply primarily to iOS
apps. Register for October 28 or November 19.

MackinVIA Overview and Demonstration
Do you serve students with a documented print disability? If so, have
you tried MackinVIA™? In a new partnership with the ICAM,
MackinVIA™ delivers a digital/audio solution for students who require
accessible formats of print instructional materials, giving them access
to over 70,000 titles including current popular fiction as well as many
of the classics. As in the past, ICAM provides accessible formats
without a fee for students who have a documented print disability.

Open Your Windows and Let in the Accessibility
Harness the power of built-in accessibility features throughout
Microsoft Windows and Office 365. Explore some of the latest tools
that could improve your students’ access to the curriculum. Text
suggestions, dictation, and captioning are a few of the tools that will
be highlighted.

SLPs Serving Students Who Struggle with Reading: What You
Need to Know
This simple and introductory session focuses on the longstanding
scope of the SLP’s role in literacy and what the law states regarding
students with IEPs, including “speech only IEPs,” about print
disability and accessible educational materials.

Students with Autism? Try This! Tech & Tools That Could Change
the Game for Your Student
This live webinar session will lead you through examples and ideas of
how to implement built-in accessibility features and assistive
technology that can be borrowed from the PATINS Lending Library to
support success for students with autism academically, behaviorally,
and socially.

The Barriers that COVID Conquered: Shining a Light on Equitable
Ed 4 All
Presenters will model the principles of Universal Design for Learning
through demonstrations of tools and strategies that bridged the gap
during COVID. These tools are essential for equitable access and
engagement in the classroom. Register for November 10 or
November 17 training.

Use It Tomorrow AAC: Literacy Ideas for Students Using AAC
“If you aren’t ‘doing’ literacy with AAC, you aren’t doing AAC.” In this
session, we’ll cover some specific strategies for students using tools
and techniques to assist with communication so that they can access
and engage with literacy. Agenda includes evaluating a student's AAC
(eco)System for literacy considerations, simple adaptations,

assessment and instruction accommodation considerations, and fun
activities all students can participate in with literacy.

Writing with Significant Disabilities
In this webinar, we will dive into key instructional strategies, assistive
technology, and tools to support writing for students with the most
significant disabilities. Looking closely at predictive chart writing,
independent writing, and alternative pencils, you will learn how to
support and engage students who have complex learning needs in the
writing process.

See a training you would like to attend, but the date doesn't fit your
schedule, or it's already full? Request training times & topics that
work for you!
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